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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that the COPS program ž enacted by a Democratic Congress in                1994 ž  reached its goal of putting 100,000 new cops on the                beat. The goal is being met ahead of schedule and under budget.                Under the COPS program, the 1st District of Massachusetts has received                $17,680,695 in funding enabling the cities, towns, schools and police                departments to hire an additional 288 officers. The state of Massachusetts                has received a total of $178,884,869 which has put 2,912 new officers                on the street.              

Rep. Olver said, "Community policing has proven to be an effective                tool in combating crime in our schools and neighborhoods. Violent                crime in America is decreasing and law enforcement officials across                the country agree that community policing is a very effective tool                in the war against crime."              

œI applaud the Administration, Congress and the Justice Department                for their commitment to  fighting crime,” Olver continued.              

On September 13, 1994, President Clinton signed into law the Violent                Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act. Due to the leadership of                President Clinton and congressional Democrats, the bill authorized                $8.8 billion for Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) grants                 to hire 100,000 additional police officers by the year 2000.              

Many experts have cited increases in federally funded community                policing programs as one of the key ingredients in bringing down                the violent crime rate.              

The COPS initiative has also been praised by numerous law enforcement                organizations, including: the National Association of Police Organizations;                Fraternal Order of Police; National Sheriffs Association; International                Brotherhood of Police Officers; National Troopers Coalition; Major                City Chiefs; and the International Brotherhood of Police Associations.              

Putting tens of thousands of new officers on the beat has made                America safer. Ever since the COPS program was begun in the fall                of 1994, crime rates in the U.S. have been dropping. In particular,                each year since 1994 the violent crime rate has fallen steadily.                Indeed, having fallen 7% in 1996 and 4% in 1997, the violent crime                rate fell another 7% in the first six months of 1998, according                to the latest FBI statistics.              

Today, President Clinton is scheduled to send an Omnibus Crime                Bill to Congress which will would extend the COPS program ž calling                for another 50,000 police on the beat over the next five years.             
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